The Image of Women in Pakistani Literature: Journey from

Traditional to Modern

*Mubashir Hassan ** Faiza Ashraf

* PhD Sudent Department of Islamic Thought and CultulJML Universitylslamabad.
** PhD Sudent Institute of Arabic &slamic Studies, GC Women University Sialkot.

ABSTRACT

KEYWORDS
Feminist Critical Discourse
Analysis;

Pakistani literature;

Partition literature

Urdu feminism;

Wo mends rep
Postcolonial gender

This article traces the evolution of

literature from reformist and domestic paradigms to modern, intersectional fer
articulations. Reading canonical prose and poetry across three broadpfiptas-

colonial reform and didacticism; (ii) Partition and p®strtition trauma with emerger
agency; and (iii) contemporary feminist interventidrthe paper argues that Urdu lette
progressively reconfigure the figure of the woman from a moral exemplanedrb
the private sphere to a critical subject who interrogates gender, sexuality, class, 1

and nation. The analysis -jlaAtlapogdsd
reformist, domestically oriedtfed (tlédn
early sexuapo |l i t i c al ruptur e, extends to

historicatphilosophical depth, and culminates in the poetic insurgency of Kisl
Naheed and Fahmida Riaz. The study is anchored in postcolonial fen(Bsvak;
Mohanty) and Feminist Critical Discourse Analysis (Lazar), combining close re:
with contextual literary history. It demonstrates how Urdu literature both mirrors
resists socigolitical transformations, ultimately repositioning women aggents of
change rather than objects of reform. The findings contribute to South Asian-g
literary debates by mapping a sustained shift from pedagogic domesticati
intersectional critique in Pakistani Urdu prose and poetry.
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